JSoad-Rail Transport
has been made that railways should purchase the requisite
number of rolling- stock so as to be able to meet any
emergency The East Indian Railway has done a great
deal to alleviate this problem It has, by accumulating its
loco-coal requirements during the slack season, eased the
situation In 1937, it was able to load 10,725,767 tons in
512,143 wagons Whene\er a shortage did occur, the
distribution of wagons was made in accordance with the
basis fixed for each colliery by the Wagons Supply
Committee Preference was necessarily given only to
public utility undertakings and exporters
Another suggestion which deserves consideration is the
quotation of seasonal rates Mr Banerjea fails to under-
stand why his colleagues could not agree to this Since the
demand for transportation facilities is seasonal in nature,
the quotation of low rates during the off-season would
tempt some to undertake their transhipment during such
period, and ipso facto this would ease the tension He
also pleads for the abolition of the system oC prc-payment
and suggests that traffic should be accepted under ' To
Pay ' terms, since ^ the danger of potential loss which a
despatching colliery always runs in booking coal fc To Pay '
naturally ensures great precaution on the part of the
colliery in choosing only bonafide consignees,"23 and this
is sufficient guarantee against loss to any railway under-
taking
To conclude, the history of coal transportation has been
a dismal record of incapacity and lack of policy on
the part of railways It exemplifies the stultification of an
industry due to inadequate transportation facilities and
mischievous policy It stows how a growing industry was
nipped in the bud by the unwise policy of laying an
embargo on exports " The Indian Export Trade was
23 Minute of Dissent Report of the Coal Committee, para 18,
p. 146.
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